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Federal Communications Commission
Washington. D.C. 20554

January 7, 1998

EX PAnTE OR LATE FILED

Mr. Fred Barrie
Department Manager/Chief Pilot
Recreational Enterprises. Inc.
485 S. Rock Blvd.
Reno. NV 89502

Dear Mr. Barrie:
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The Office of United States Senator Richard H. Bryan has forwarded your inquiry to me. In
your letter. you have expressed concern with a recent proposal to permit non-voice. non­
geostationary mobile satellite services ("Little LEO services")1 to operate in the 455-456 MHz
and 459-460 MHz bands on a frequency sharing basis with existing operations. Particularly.
you indicate that the potential Little LEO operations might cause harmful interference to the
existing air-to-ground telephone operations that use the 459.665-459.985 MHz portion of that
band.

The proceeding to which you refer. ET Docket No. 97-:214. is an ongoing rule making
proceeding that is still under consideration by the Commission. On October 14. 1997. the
Commission released a Xotice of Proposed Rule Alaking ("NPRM') that proposed to
implement domestically the international allocation of the two megahertz which the United
States delegation sought at the 1995 World Radiocommunication Conference ("WRC-9S").
The WRC-95 preparatory documents identified these bands as having spectrum sharing
potential for Little LEO operations. The XPR,\! acknowledged that there are several
incumbent operations in these bands and requested comment on whether there is sufficient
sharing capacity in these bands to support Little LEO operations. Further. the NPRAI sought
comment on any a\ailabk spectrum utilil..ation tt.:chniques or interference avoidance
techniques that would permit Littk l.EO operations to share this spectrum without causing
harmful interfcrem:e to incumbent operations.

The comments and repl: comments to the ,\PRJ! have recently arrived. and my staff will
soon start re\'iewing the record in the proceeding and analyzing the sharing potential of these
operations. I anticipate that the Commission will take final action in this proceeding later in
199tL Howe\'er. at this stage no determination has been made regarding the proposed
allocation.

l.ittk LLO satellite seT\lces usc a constellation of low-Earth orbiting ("LEO")
satellites tn prmide cnmmcn:ial radlOlncatlOn and two-way data messaging services to
customers anywhere In the world



Mr. Fred Barrie

Please be assured that we will take your concerns into consideration in making this
determination. In this regard, we are placing your comments into the docket for this
proceeding. If you need further assistance, please call Tom Derenge at 202-418-2451 or
tderenge@fcc.gov.

Sincerely,

'~~~
Richard M. Smith
Chief
Office of Engineering and Technology

cc: U.S. Senator Richard H. Bryan
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December 15, 1997

Karen Kornbluh
Director, Office of Legislative Affai~s

Federa] C'om!!'.\,micatiCrlu; Commission
Room 808
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear'Ms~ Kornbluh:

-_.------------ .

----_.,--

____ ._-.0
Please find enclosed a letter from one of mv .c::.a.ns.ti-t.-uent~ ,'-- ---- --- '

Fr~~ J3~rI'~e .... Mr ,Barrie r.alS ~unt:acted me to -express his concerns
regarding an FCC notice of proposed rulemaking for air-to-ground
communications systems.

- --- ------------
Because of thp desire ot· rliy uffice' to 'be- responsive to all

'--Iriquiri"es,"'your consideration and views concerning the enclosed
will be greatly appreciated. Please send your response directly
to Mr. Barrie. Also. please send a copy of your res~n~c.JIl¥--' -- .'-' .--- ­
office, Attn. Nick Wa~~o~. and feel free to contact him at
2~~-6244 should you have any questions.

Thank you very much

._- -- .. - -

--_ _-~ ----

~chard H. Brya
nitee States Senator
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Office of the Sec:n:wy
Federal Commwucalioas Commission
WashmgtOn . DC 20SS4

s~: Notice ofProposcd Rule Making lIT~ No 97-214- _. ~.'-'.-" .
.-- , - .0Cir Mr. Sc::crelaIy

----_.-----

- .---------- --

---------- .

. -' ------
Out Company presently is licensed to opcrare our iD-fiight telephcme.il'~'= wiUift1J!ileatlOn syit---em- .
bom our~~vwbere withl."t a8e'Uwu:Q 5wa on the: 459.665...59.985 Mhz band.

The proposed sharing with thc:sc Mobile SaIdliae SemaelLiUJe LEOs will d1srupc the DOW available best _._. _ --- -
a.tr-co-growu1 telephone seMce that we have enjOyed for the~ several ycaT$.- .--_.----- .-.--..- .

. -'-'We-~ l:iilve wiieliable commwucauoos from OW' Corporate auaaft and ask that you strongly consider
the ncgauve impact any sbanDg allocauon W1tbm tbe au-to-grouDd segment of this proposed rule makIng
would have on users. such as ourselves. wbo represent the maJOnty of the: corpora'~ f!y!~g1bt ....J\iJf~_. ­
UDiled S&ates. We do DOt have an~ ."iiJ li1tc:maUve to our present scmce which DOW Deeds FCC
~~oon~m~Donm~SCJ'V1~

Fred &'"7'"";

Department Mma&er/Cluef PliOi
Rcauucm:l1 EnterpnSCS Inc
485 S. Rock Blvd
Renn. ",v !I)~O~

ex: US Senator R.csd
~s,.,,!!~! .ery~l
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